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a crushing blow to Panamanian hopes of finding in the
League a refuge or protection against further Yanqui
encroachments.
Although Panama certainly had as much reason as any
Latin American state to lose faith utterly in the League of
Nations she clung to membership in the face of every dis-
appointment and defeat. In 1931 the Secretary-General,
Sir Eric Drummond, paid a visit to Panama to attend, on
January 19th of that year, a convocation in his honor of
the Sociedad Panamena de Derecho InternacionaL53 At
this time he was made an honorary member of the Society
and in his address alluded to the high value and caliber
of the services rendered to the League of Nations by
Panama and her delegates over the years.54
Sir Eric particularly applauded the work of Narciso
Garay, Harmodio Arias, and Octavio Mendez Pereira, but
he might have mentioned many others as well. At the 1926
session Fabian Velarde had served as Alternate Secretary
of the Assembly, and in 1931 Francisco Villalaz had been
Secretary,55 Raoul Amador would later have the distin-
guished honor of serving as President of the Council of
the League of Nations during the LXXVII Session,
October 4-26, 1933, and Belisario Porras would also later
represent Panama on the Council.56 Cristobal Rodriguez
served on the staff of the International Labor Organiza-
tion from 1923 to 1925,57 and Horacio F. Alfaro and
Octavio Mendez frequently distinguished themselves in
their work as delegates to the League Assembly.58
As a member of the League Panama set a high example
in international cooperation when, on January 14, 1929,
she deposited her ratification of adherence to the Inter-
national Court of Justice and was thus one of the few
powers in the world to accept the principle of the com-
pulsory jurisdiction of that body.59 Being one of the smaller